Name ____________________________  Date _______  Per ____

QUESTIONS ON 

CEREMONY 

Page numbers are approximate: pages 35-50

1. p36  In what way is modern warfare, i.e., the Vietnam War,  so different from the past that Old Ku’oosh could not understand it?  

2. p39  After Ku’oosh gives Tayo Indian tea and Blue Cornmeal mush, what is Tayo able to do that he could not do before?  

3. p40  Tayo goes to the bar with Emo and Harley and drinks.  He talks too much truth about how the war fooled the Indians into thinking what?  

4. p44  When the Japanese hit  Rocky in the head with the rifle butt, Tayo never heard it because he was?  

5. p46  Back in the past with Josiah, his uncle tells Tayo that drought happens when?

6. p46-49  Poem:  What are the people fooling around with?

7. p48-49  Because the mother goddess did not like the magic/trickery, what did she do?     

8. 5p0  Tayo and Rocky go hunting.  When the deer is killed, Tayo covers its head with his jacket before Rocky guts it.  Why did Rocky not agree with this procedure

Name ________________________________________________  Date _______  Per ____
QUESTIONS ON 

CEREMONY 

Page numbers are approximate.
pages 74‑85

1. p75  What was it about the weather in New Mexico during this reading (late 1930’s) which made raising Hereford cows untenable?

2. p75. Josiah says he will have to write his own book about what subject?   (Two posibilities)

3. p76 When Rocky defends the white people's cattle books as being "scientific" what traditional N.A. cultural value is he breaking? 

4. p76  Auntie says that Josiah bought the spotted cows because he was tricked by?

5. p77 Why does Grandma not want Auntie (Thelma) to go to church? p. 78 Why did the spotted cattle leave the windmill and start traveling?  A:Unlike the Herefords, they would hunt for food and water)

6. p79 How does Josiah know he is still on the right path to find the spotted cows?

7. p79 The cattle are traveling South because they want to go to?
8. p80 The calves of the spotted cows were different from their mothers. Why was that?

9. p80  What did Josiah decide to do to the cattle so he would not lose them if they got off the reservation?             

10. p81‑82 Who is it Tayo goes to see who says "I've seen you many times before?"

11. p83 Where did Josiah meet the Mexican woman?
12. p84  When Josiah went back, where did the Mexican woman take him?
13. p84  Why did people call the Mexican woman "The Night Swan?"
14. p84  Describe how Josiah felt a out the Night Swan.

Name ____________________________  Date _______  Per ____
QUESTIONS ON 

CEREMONY 

Page numbers are approximate.
pages 84‑95
1. p85   Why did the unnamed man tell the Night Swan that he would have her run out of town?

2. p86   What is the "magical realism" connection between the dancing of the "Night Swan" and the death of her ex‑lover?

3. p88 Auntie hates Josiah's relationship with the Night Swan only because she worries about  what?

A:  What people will say about it?
4. p89   Who told Josiah about the Mexiean cattle?       

5. p88   Autie says she doe not care about Josiah and  The Night Swan's affair  for herself, she is only concerned about the effect on whom?

6. p91 What does the author  imply Pinkie did with the 6 sheep?

7. p92 How can we always tell when Autie Thelma is angry?

8. p92     Auntie compares Josiah to a what?

9. p94    What is the ritual Tayo performs in the hills?

10. p94 Who comes to help him free the imprisoned rainclouds?

11. p95 Why does Tayo call the frogs the "rain's children?

Name ____________________________  Date _______  Per ____
QUESTIONS ON CEREMONY 
Page numbers are approximate.
Ceremony Worksheet:  pages 120-128

1. (p.120)  The pattern of the items in old Betonie’s Hogan are similar to the Native American sense of time in that both are   ______________________________

2. (p. 123)  Old Betonie tells Tayo to go join the homeless drunks and “Die and get it over with,”  rather than return to the hospital because:         (use a quotation)

3. (p. 124)  Old Betonie says of the Japanese, “Thirty thousand years ago they were not strangers.”  What does he mean, in your own words?

    4.  (p. 125)  Old Betonie reveals that Tayo is going to have to do more than just help  himself.  He is going to have to help everyone.  This goes completely counter to what

the white doctors had told Tayo, which was (quote):

5.  (p. 126)  Old Betonie believes that, when it comes to traditional ceremonies, they need to be:

___________________________________or:________________________

6. The ceremony must be performed against whom?   (also p. 126. The _________________________people.

7. (p.127)When the old man left  the room, Tayo’s faith in him began to falter.  He started to think that the old man’s belongings were pitiful and small compared to: _____________________________________________________________

8. (p. 128)  Is Betonie ready  to kill the white man (yes or no)?  Support your statement with a quote:

9. (pp. 128-130)  What is the “poem” about the bears and the child meant to explain?

10. (p. 130)  What is a quote from Old Betonie which is exactly what Josiah said long ago?   (refer back to page 11)

Name ____________________________  Date _______  Per ____

QUESTIONS ON CEREMONY 
Page numbers are approximate.
pages132‑146

1. pp. 132-138  In this poem there is a discussion of witchery, which is a negative thing, not to be confused with the practice of good medicine.   From page 134, describe an image of this witcher which you think is the worst one:

2. pp.  135   This poem also tells about the unleashing of what upon the Native Americans?  

3. p. 139   On the first night, Old Betonie takes Tayo to the top of a mountain; how does that make Tayo feel?

4. pp. 140‑141 The ceremony planned by Betonie for Tayo follows the pattern of a ceremony designed to bring back a boy turned into a _____________.

5. p. 143 What does Betonie do to the top of Tayo's hea?

6. p. 144    How does the author let you know that this does not finish the Ceremony ... that there is much left to do?

7. p. 145    When Tayo wakes up after the Ceremony (part 1) he knows he needs to what?   

8. p. 145   What  did  Tayo see when he stood up, and why was it familiar to him?

9. p. 145    When Betonie returns, he begins to tell an old Navaho story. The Navajo man in the story was returning from  what?

10. p. 146. Which group of Navahoes leaves the others for some nighttime adventure?   

Name ____________________________  Date _______  Per ____

QUESTIONS ON CEREMONY 
Page numbers are approximate.
 READING PAGES 159-166
p. 159  The whole scene around the bar and the so-called friends of Tayo is negative:

DESCRIBE SOME OF THE NEGATIVE IMAGES:

p. 160  With whom does Helen  Jean flirt in the bar (and soon after leave with)?  Why does she do this?

What does this tell us about Helen Jean's feelings about herself? 

p. 160   Who is the only person who notices her leaving when she goes?
(Note:  Harley notices later) 

Why Tayo? 

p.  161  Who is the character speaking on this page?   

P.  161  Where is Helen Jean from ?       

What kind of place is that?     

p. 162  Tell some very sad things about Helen Jean's life.

p. 163-164  What is Helen Jean's modus operandi  (scam

p.  166  What is Helen Jean's attitude about the other Indians?

Name ____________________________  Date _______  Per ____

QUESTIONS ON CEREMONY 
Page numbers are approximate.
pages 171‑178 (a mythical chapter)
1. p. 171    How did the gambler trick his victims ?
2. p. 172 What part of nature did the gambler capture?

3. p. 173 To whom does the Sun Man go for help against the Gambler?
4. p.174   What are the secret answers grandmother   tells Sun Man to answer
:  the gambler about the contents of his leather and cotton bags
5. p. 175 Why didn't sun man kill the gambler Kaup'a'ta? 

6. p.  178  What is the first hint the author gives us that the woman with the ocher eyes is somehow tied in with the ceremony.

Name ____________________________  Date _______  Per ____

QUESTIONS ON CEREMONY 
Page numbers are approximate.
Ceremony Questions pp 179-192b

p.  180-181  What happens the night Tayo arrives at the young woman's house?   

p.  181  What does Tayo dream of that night?

p. 182 How does Tayo greet the sunrise?

p.   183  While  Tayo eats breakfast, what is the woman doing

This makes us realize that she is what?

p.  185  What is the significance of the story of the cub and the hunter? 

 What Native Value is that?

p.  186  What is the four-part vision of Old Betonie which is mentioned on this page?

What is the only part of this vision which Tayo has not found yet?   

p.  187  What is the idea Tayo has on this page  which makes him happy?

p. 188:  What did the white man, Floyd Lee, create which cost him "a thousand dollars a mile"?  

Why did he make this fence?  

p.  188  What does Tayo see out of the corner of his eye?

p.  191  Tayo realizes that he never before thought Floyd Lee could have  been the thief because ?

p.  192  The last 13 lines of p. 192 include a discussion of time.  What was it that the old timers said?  Which Traditional Native American Value is this? (from the Values Sheet)

REVIEW:  White people's time is chronological  (CHRONOS---IN THE GREEK))

Native American time is cyclical, and thus ever-present (KAIROS--IN THE GREEK)

Name ____________________________  Date _______  Per ____

QUESTIONS ON CEREMONY 
Page numbers are approximate.
pp. 192-200

p. 192  As hunting for the spotted cattle becomes part of the Ceremony, Tayo realizes that that theft of the cattle, and his hesitation to recognize that theft,  has become a metaphor for the theft of: 

p.  193-194  What is the lesson that Josiah's spirit retries to teach Tayo as he searches for the spotted cattle?

pp.  194-195  Tayo has a crisis of disbelief; for a few moments he stops believing in himself, and therefore is ready to stop  believing inwhat?

Also at this point, he starts to believe that who (out of his past)  might have been right?                 

 Just as who else used to believe?

p.  195  As soon as Tayo begins to revisit his earlier ways of thinking, what happens to him?

p. 196   Who, or what, comes to help Tayo out of this terrible situation?

Should we consider the mountain lion to be one of Tayo's totems?

p.  196  What does Tayo do to honor the mountain lion?

p. 197  How does Tayo know the cattle will head toward the opening he made in the fence?

p. 198   The metaphor from the beginning of the book is used again:  the unravling thread:  What does this metaphor mean?

p. 199  Who was there when Tayo woke up?

p. 200 What is the difference in attitude between the two men?

p. 200  What does Tayo do when they put him on the horse…and what has this act become a metaphor for?

Name ____________________________  Date _______  Per ____

QUESTIONS ON 

CEREMONY 

Page numbers are approximate.
pages 240‑245
1. p240 What is the discrepancy in Harley's  and Leroy's stories about where  they have been all night which causes Tayo to realize that they are probably working against him?

2. p241 When Tayo wakes up, he realizes that he is what?

3. p242 Suddenly, Tayo realizes that Harley and Leroy are?

4. p242, Then, he does not know I which makes him feel worse (name the two things he is trying to choose between?

5. p243 The only "weapon" Tayo will have in the pages to come (to the end of the story) is the one he takes from the truck, it is a  what?    

6. p243‑244   The references on this page (second half) are about a certain type of mining which was carried on on Indian land. This is the same subject discussed in "Return of the Navajo Boy" What type of mineral is being mined and what are the problems attached?

7. p245   On this page, another travestiy which was visited upon the Native American by the American government is mentioned, which was also mentioned in the film: "The Return of Navajo Boy." What is this tragedy done to the Native Americans?

