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Joel Garretson
• chairperson of 

Henry Co HPC
• member of HPC 

since 2010
• owner of East Grove 

Farms
• Garretson family 

farm since 1837



Henry County Historic 
Preservation Commission

• organized at end of 1993 – commissioners 
appointed by county in January 1994 

• first members appointed by Henry 
County Board of Supervisors: 
Donald Young, R.L. Chrisinger, Herb 
Hult, Gwen Moore, Wayne Moore, Ned 
Ratekin, and Orlendes “Pat” Ross



Henry County Historic 
Preservation Commission

• local ordinance establishes mission and 
scope of commission activities 

• promote the educational, cultural 
economic, and general welfare of the public 
through the recognition, enhancement, and 
perpetuation of sites and districts of 
historic and cultural significance



Henry County Historic 
Preservation Commission

• conduct studies for the identification and 
designation of buildings, structures, or 
areas as historic properties, historic sites, 
or historic districts

• make recommendations for listing of sites 
on National Register of Historic Places

• other powers



Henry County Historic 
Preservation Commission

• buildings, structures, and areas within 
Henry Co, including those located in cities, 
except those within cities that have a 
historic preservation commission (MP)

• became a Certified Local Government 
(CLG), certified by National Park Service 
through SHPO



Henry County Historic 
Preservation Commission

• Representatives from different towns 
and areas in the county

• current members: Joel Garretson, 
Caroline Lehman, Larry D. Roth, Mary 
Savage, Pat White, Chad Brousseau, 
Cathie Shreiner, Judy Rawson, Johanna 
Crawford, Martha Francy



Henry County Historic 
Preservation Commission

• Initial partnerships with local museums 
and organizations/people in county

• Initial projects – see need for funding
• Utilization of NPS/SHPO grants
• County funding established – current 

annual allocation of $11,000 as budget 
for commission activities / grant match



Planning for Preservation
• Typical first project 
• Completed in 1995-

1996 with consultant 
Molly Myers Naumann

• Public input on 
historic preservation 

• Basic research to 
identify themes/sites



Planning for Preservation
• Five historic contexts identified for 

Henry County: Farms and Farmsteads, 
Transportation, Mills, Swedish Heritage 
in Wayne Twp, and Society of Friends in 
Salem

• Recommendations for future areas of 
research, survey, and nomination 



Initial survey project
• chose to begin with project related to 

Swedish Heritage in Wayne Twp – 
interest with local pride in heritage

• survey of Swedish Heritage
in Swedesburg and 
Wayne Twp completed in 
1996-97 with consultant 
Molly Myers Naumann



Initial survey project
• Survey recorded 19 

farmsteads and 48 
sites in Swedesburg 
– entire town

• 1867 to 1941
• Recommended MPD 

nomination and 
individual properties



The Swedish Heritage 
of Wayne Township
• Historic context 

nominated in MPD
• 5 properties listed in 

area in 1999:
      - Swedesburg Commercial Historic District
      - Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church
      - Red Ball Garage
      - John Hultquist House
      - Charles E. Hult Summer Kitchen
 



Caroline Lehman
• vice chairperson of 

Henry Co HPC
• member of HPC for 

over 20 years
• active with Dover 

Museum in New 
London



New London / Lowell survey project
• Second survey project for commission – 

completed in 2000-2001 with consultant 
Molly Myers Naumann

• Focus on transportation in southeastern 
Henry County – towns of New London 
and Lowell plus 3 mile radius

• Survey of sites specifically related to one 
of four types of transportation



New London / Lowell 
survey project

• Volunteer work
• Consultant work
• 58 sites in New London, 

3 nearby, 7 sites in Lowel1, 
2 on Agency Rd

• Report – context, survey 
results, recommendations

• 3 properties listed on 
National Register in 2003



New London / Lowell nominations
• 4 properties listed on National Register in 2003
    - Melcher Pottery and Dennis Melcher House
      - John and Lavina Bangs House

- McClellan’s General Store
- Smith and Weller Building



Education and interpretation
• Launch of sign program 

in 2003 – document 
historic sites and events 

• Information from 
research on history of 
abandoned towns 

• 19 signs for abandoned 
towns and 4 sites by 2004



Education and interpretation
• Signs in partnership 

with county engineer for 
fabrication 

• Words and funding by 
HCHPC

• Erection by county
• Brown signs – 24” by 24”
• Over 30 signs total



Education and interpretation
Tours of historic sites
• Walking tour of Swedesburg
• Walking tour of Salem
• Driving tour of rural sites in 

southwest and west Henry 
County

• Driving tour of abandoned 
towns

Keys to successful tours



Rebecca Lawin McCarley
• historic preservation 

consultant with 
SPARK Consulting

• completed several 
survey and 
nomination projects 
with HPC since 2004



Types of survey/nomination projects
• Reconnaissance survey projects
• Intensive level survey projects
• Evaluations of individual properties – 

Iowa Site Inventory forms
• Nominations to National Register of 

Historic Places – individual and 
historic districts



Survey and nomination projects 
• Selected with local interest in project
• Typically work with a consultant
• Grant and/or local funding, with 

volunteer match in hours/mileage
• Certified Local Government grants
• Historic Resources Development 

Program grants (5% of REAP program)
• Budget allocation from Henry County



Reconnaissance Level Surveys
• 2004-05 – Winfield and 

Scott Township
• 2007-08 – Salem and 

east half of Salem 
Township

• 2015-16 – Wayland and 
Jefferson Township



Reconnaissance Level Surveys



Reconnaissance Level Surveys



Reconnaissance Level Surveys



Reconnaissance Level Surveys



Reconnaissance Level Surveys



Intensive Level Survey of Winfield 
• 2007-08 – HRDP grant
• Volunteers in Winfield
• Newspaper research
• Site specific research
• Photographs
• Iowa Site Inventory forms
• Survey report



Intensive Level Survey of Winfield 



Intensive Level Survey of Winfield 



Intensive Level Survey of Winfield 



Nomination projects in Salem Twp 
• 2009-2010 – HRDP grant
• Recommendations from 

reconnaissance survey
• 8 nominations - 4 & 4
• Volunteer time – some 

research, measurements
• Consultant – nominations 

– two phases of project



Nomination projects in Salem Twp 
• Paton and Hannah 

Wilson House
• c.1839-1868
• Criterion A – 

settlement 
• Criterion B – 

Paton Wilson
• Criterion C - 

architecture



Nomination projects in Salem Twp 
• Lamm-Pollmiller 

Farmstead District
• c.1849-1939
• 6 C / 6 NC
• Criterion A – 

settlement / ag
• Criterion C – 

architecture



Nomination projects in Salem Twp 
• Cook-Johnson 

House
• c.1850-1876
• Criterion A – 

settlement / 
Society of Friends 
(Quakers)



Nomination projects in Salem
• Collins-Bond 

House
• c.1843-1868
• Criterion A – 

settlement / anti-
slavery activities

• Criterion C - 
architecture



Nomination projects in Salem
• Isaac and Agnes 

Reeves House
• 1883-1892
• Criterion B – 

Isaac Reeves
• Criterion C - 

architecture



Nomination projects in Salem
• Bicksler Block
• 1886-1960 (1967)
• Criterion A – 

commercial, public 
and social history

• Criterion B – 
John Bicksler

• Criterion C - 
architecture



Nomination projects in Salem
• Farmers Savings 

Bank
• 1917-1960 (1992)
• Criterion A – 

commercial history
• Criterion C - 

architecture



Nomination projects in Salem Twp 
• Micajah L. Crew 

Farmstead District
• 1890-1939
• Criterion B – 

Micajah L. Crew – 
Mary J. Crew

• 1939 – sale to fund 
Crew Public Library



Nomination projects in Salem Twp 
• Crew Farmstead
• Integrity matters!



Jefferson Twp survey forms
• Recommendations from 

reconnaissance survey
• Funded at local level in 

2017-18
• Consultant based project
• 3 rural properties (3)
• 5 Wayland properties (5)
• 2 historic districts (1)



Jefferson Twp survey forms



Jefferson Twp survey forms



Jefferson Twp survey forms



Jefferson Twp / Wayland nominations
• Samuel and Sarah 

Hulme House
• 1862-1913
• Criterion A – 

agricultural history
• Criterion C - 

architecture 
• Listed in 2019



Jefferson Twp / Wayland nominations
• C.K. and Margaret Schantz 

House and Carpentry Shop
• 1903-1947
• Criterion A – business
• Criterion B – C.K. Schantz
• Criterion C – architecture 

– carpentry shop
• Listed in 2021



Jefferson Twp / Wayland nominations
• West Main Street 

Residential Historic 
District

• 1888-1926
• 22 C, 10 NC
• Criterion A 
• Criterion C
• Listed in 2023



Camp Harlan / Camp McKean HD

c.1854 springhouse – farm of Hugh B. and Mary Swan           2011



Camp Harlan / Camp McKean HD

“Excellent water was supplied from Swan's Spring, a famous spring near the Swan farm-house, just 
beyond the northwest corner of the camp-ground.” (Scott 1893: 5)     15+ identified names/initials 



Camp Harlan / Camp McKean HD

c.1854 house, 1880s barn, 1930 marker, 1930s garage / outbuildings



Camp Harlan / Camp McKean HD

Camp Harlan – Sept 1861 to Feb 1862 – Fourth Iowa Cavalry 
Camp McKean – Aug 1862 to Nov 1862 – 25th Iowa Infantry 



Camp Harlan / Camp McKean HD

Civil War Rendezvous Camps - Phase IV 
camps (latter 1862) (Jacobsen 2011: 99)

Civil War Rendezvous Camps - Phase II 
camps (latter 1861) (Jacobsen 2011: 98)

Clip from 1930 dedication
of Civil War Memorial Marker

27 camps total:
1 of 5 inland towns with 

camp sites, 
Long timeframe, 

1 of 4 across  phases
(Jacobsen 2011: 94)



Camp Harlan / Camp McKean HD

Clip from 1930 dedication by DUV
of Civil War Memorial Marker



Camp Harlan / Camp McKean HD
• Period of significance -

c.1854, 1861-62, 1930
• Criterion A – statewide 
• Criterion C – local – 

springhouse
• 2 C buildings, 1 C site, 1 

C object, 4 NC buildings
• Listed in 2012 



Survey of selected rural sites
• 2012-2013 - 6 rural sites 

selected 
• Benjamin Chapel
• Pickle Church
• Pilot Grove Depot
• Edwards House
• Boyle House
• Garretson House



Survey of selected rural sites



Survey of selected rural sites

Pickle Church (Bethany Hall) – 1883                 Pilot Grove Depot – 1901 / 2012



Rural sites - nominations
• Benjamin Chapel and 

Richwoods Cemetery
• 1877-1965
• Criterion A – social 

history
• Criterion C – 

architecture
• Listed in 2015



Rural sites - nominations
• Hugh and Matilda 

Boyle House and 
Cemetery HD

• 1847-1893 (cemetery)
c.1850 stone house

• Criterion A – 
settlement

• Listed in 2015



Rural sites - nominations
• Joesph and Lydia 

Edwards House 
• circa 1866
• Criterion C – 

architecture – most 
refined of 4 stone 
houses in Henry Co

• Listed in 2015



Rural sites - nominations
• Owen A. and Emma J. 

Garretson House
• 1901-1933
• Criterion B – Owen A. 

Garretson – social 
history / historian

• Listed in 2015
Owen A. Garretson was “known all over the entire state for his contributions to 
the history and literature of the state” at the time of his death in February 1933



Final thoughts on surveys/nominations
• Multiple approaches 
• CLG / HRDP grants & 

local funding / volunteers
• Surveys – create 

inventory of resources
• Nominations – recognize 

significant history and 
architecture in county



Pat White
• member of Henry 

Co HPC
• board member of 

Henry County 
Heritage Trust and 
other organizations

• research specialist



Research / book projects
• Five book projects to date
• 2004 – first book
• 2023 – most recent book
• Result of research for 

historic signs
• Start with donation for 

printing
• Creation of “book fund”



Abandoned Towns 
of Henry County

• First book project – 
completed in 2004

• Donation to print
• 210 pages - $20
• 19 towns
• 4 historical places
• Marked with signs



Abandoned Towns of Henry County



Unincorporated Towns 
of Henry County

• 2005
• 352 pages - $25
• Lowell
• Oakland Mills
• Swedesburg
• Trenton



Unincorporated Towns of Henry Co 



History of Transportation 
in Henry County

• 2015
• 274 pages - $29
• Water
• Roads
• Railroads
• Aviation



History of Transportation in Henry Co



Rural Schools in 
Henry County

• 2021
• 296 pages - $35 ($32)
• Chronology of schools
• Map of schools
• History / consolidation
• Extant schools
• Schools by township



Rural Schools of Henry Co



Cemeteries of
Henry County

• 2023
• 234 pages - $30 ($20)
• Cemetery terminology
• Cemetery symbolism
• Related businesses
• Map of cemeteries
• Cemeteries by twp



Cemeteries of Henry Co



Structure of book projects
• Choose a topic
• Researching
• Compiling information
• Writing the books
• Publishing 



Marketing the books
• Auditor’s office
• Local museums
• Newspaper articles
• Radio announcement
• Signs around towns
• Social media



Lessons learned from book projects

• Do you REALLY 
want to do this?

• 2-3 point people
• Consistency!
• Sources
• Satisfaction



Joel Garretson
• chairperson of 

Henry Co HPC
• member of HPC 

since 2010
• owner of East Grove 

Farms
• Garretson family 

farm since 1837



Miscellaneous other activities
• Newspaper columns
• Section 106 / transportation projects -

review of historic property impacts
• Support for other 

county projects
• Funding for other 

organizations 
and local projects



Potential future projects
• Research into 

abandoned railroad 
lines – develop into 
interpretative project

• Future survey projects 
– new areas in other 
townships, intensive 
level surveys



Potential future projects
• Future nomination 

projects – sites from 
past survey projects, as 
well as new sites

• Future book projects
• Support of preservation 

and rehabilitation
projects in county



Reflections on 30 years 
• Successful work in 

historic preservation 
in Henry County

• Several awards
• Volunteers willing to 

assist with projects
• Recruiting of 

younger members
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